
EL PRETÉRITO – ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

The “preterit tense” lets us communicate over-and-done-with actions or events in the past.  

It often, but not always, corresponds to “-ed” in English.

It is one of two past tenses.  The imperfect, the other past tense, communicates description in the past.

Specifically, the preterit (not the imperfect) is used to communicate the following past actions/events:  

--a one-time action/event   

(ex.  “We ate at that restaurant last night.”)


--a series of actions/events  

(ex. “I got up, brushed my teeth, showered and ate breakfast.”)


--actions completed within a specific time frame  (ex.  “I worked there from 2001-2003.”)


--the beginning or ending of an action  
(ex.  “He started grad school in 2005 and finished in 2007.”)

VERBOS REGULARES: LAS TERMINACIONES


-AR



       -ER



                   -IR

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_____________      _______     ______|_________________      _______________|____________
                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_____________      ________________|_______________
      _____
____|____________
                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

                |  


                        |




        |     
VERBOS REFLEXIVOS


-AR



       -ER



                   -IR

 (QUEJARSE) -


          
(SORPRENDERSE)- 

         
(ABURRIRSE- 

          )

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

                |



           |




        |

VERBOS RADICALES (VERBOS DE SANDALIAS)- Stem changers


-AR--?


       -ER
--?


                   -IR  (SEGUIR)
                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

                |



           |




        |

Para verbos IR, solo usa el primer vocal:  (o(u   or   e(i) 

VERBOS RADICALES EN EL PRETÉRITO
“-CAR,” “-GAR,” “-ZAR”: VERBOS CON CAMBIOS ORTOGRÁFICOS EN LA FORMA YO (spelling changes)

           -CAR



       -GAR



    -ZAR

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

                |



           |




        |

 VERBOS DE “-CAR,” “-GAR,” “-ZAR”  


CAMBIOS ORTOGRÁFICOS  (“Y” y GÜÉ)
 --RAÍZ TERMINA EN VOCAL

     VERBOS DE “-UIR”


      VERBOS DE “GUAR”
(OÍR, LEER, CAER, CREER….)

     (HUIR, CONSTRUIR, INCLUIR ….)
      (AVERIGUAR, FRAGUAR)
                               |                                                                  |                          


        |
_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________
                               |                                                                  |                          


        |
_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________      

                               |                                                                  |




         |                 
 
                |



           |




        |
HAY 17 VERBOS IRREGULARES EN EL PRETÉRITO. ¡NUNCA LLEVAN ACENTOS! ) Escribe las definiciones.
SER : _______________________  
IR: __________________________      DAR: _________________________

VER: ________________________            ∆ QUERER: ___________________   VENIR: ________________________

HACER: _____________________
ANDAR: _____________________    ESTAR: ________________________

∆ TENER: ____________________           ∆ PODER: ____________________     PONER: _______________________     

∆ SABER: ____________________             CABER: _____________________    HABER: _______________________    

TRAER: ______________________            DECIR: ______________________

     
            ∆ = La definición cambia en el pretérito.  (Ve p. 4)

VERBOS IRREGULARES: RAÍZ DE I (No llevan acentos)

   -SER/IR (_______)

                -DAR (_______)
                            -VER (_______)

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

                |



           |




        |

RAÍZ DE I, continuado

∆ -QUERER

       

    -VENIR

       

   -HACER ** 

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          
       **

        |

                |



           |




        |

VERBOS IRREGULARES, RAÍZ DE U  (No llevan acentos.)

   -ANDAR

    

         -ESTAR  


      ∆  -TENER

 

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

                |



           |




        |


 ∆  -PODER


             
       -PONER

    
   ∆   -SABER 


                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

                |



           |




        |


   -CABER _______


-HABER _______

                               |                                                                  |                          


        

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      

                               |                                                                  |                          


        

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      

                               |                                                                  |                          


        

                |



           |




        

VERBOS IRREGULARES, RAÍZ DE J 

   -TRAER
                           

-DECIR

            


 “-CIR”










          (PRODUCIR, TRADUCIR, ….)

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

_______________|_______________      _______________|_______________
      _______________|_______________

                               |                                                                  |                          


        |

                |



           |




        |

¡¡TEN CUIDAD!!  Hay verbos que tienen cambios de definición en el pretérito (y todos son irregulares).  Para usar el pretérito es hablar sobre acción.  El cambio de definición da más acción a la definición original. 
1. QUERER 

2. TENER  

3. PODER   

4. SABER  

5. CONOCER  

1.  QUERER  (TO WANT)

(+) = WANTED & TRIED

YO QUISE COMER TODA LA COMIDA.  = I TRIED TO EAT ALL THE FOOD.

(-) = DID NOT WANT & REFUSED

YO NO QUISE COMER TODA LA COMIDA. = I REFUSED TO EAT ALL THE FOOD.

2.  TENER   (TO HAVE)

(+) / (-) = HAD BECAUSE YOU GOT/OBTAINED; HAD (AND YOU’RE EMPHASIZING THAT IT’S OVER)

ÉL NO TUVO DINERO. = HE DIDN’T HAVE/GET ANY MONEY.

*** TO EXPRESS “TO HAVE” IN THE PAST, YOU WILL OFTEN USE THE OTHER PAST TENSE IN SPANISH, THE IMPERFECT TENSE.

3.  PODER   (TO BE ABLE TO / CAN)

(+) / (-) = COULD AND MANAGED TO or COULDN´T/DID NOT MANAGE TO

NOSOTROS PUDIMOS LLEGAR A TIEMPO. = WE MANAGED TO ARRIVE ON TIME.

*** TO EXPRESS “TO BE ABLE TO” IN THE PAST, YOU WILL USE THE OTHER PAST TENSE IN SPANISH, THE IMPERFECT TENSE.

4.  SABER  (TO KNOW FACTS/INFORMATION, TO KNOW HOW TO DO SOMETHING)

(+) / (-) = KNEW FOR THE FIRST TIME/FOUND OUT

ELLA SUPO LA VERDAD. = SHE FOUND OUT THE TRUTH.

*** TO EXPRESS “TO KNOW” IN THE PAST, YOU WILL USE THE OTHER PAST TENSE IN SPANISH, THE IMPERFECT TENSE.

5.  CONOCER   (TO KNOW OR BE ACQUAINTED WITH PEOPLE/PLACES/THINGS)

(+) / (-) = MET/ KNEW OR BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH FOR THE FIRST TIME 

Conocí a Ben hace un mes.  = I MET BEN A MONTH AGO.
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